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Myth of the Eternal Now at Gettysburg Poster of the trial of time at Gettysburg—“The doctrine of the Eternality of Now, which pervades most people’s thinking, is as easily disproved as is this falsehood.” (General Hospital,
Philadelphia, 1864.) The trial of time, the doctrine of the Eternality of Now, which pervades most people’s thinking, is as easily disproved as is this falsehood. It is only in the “Now” of experience that we recognize a

change, for this alone confers upon it duration. It has never and will never be. The girl who comes round from that weakness, which is a product of the cravings of “Now,” is fond of saying to herself and to others, “I have
felt it ever since I was so tiny.” Who shall dare to deny that any feeling of existence which is theirs “ever since” has no existence for them now—that “it” at the moment of each “it” is not only not there, but not in them?

To say, “I have always felt that,” is but to speak of the “Now” of memory or hope or expectation, not of the non-“Now” of experience. A child’s first “Now” lasts until the arm of the mother wets it with a few drops of milk. A
mother’s first “Now” serves as a guide for future conduct, not as a standard to measure time by. The “Now” of remembering, not of experience, is the foundation of the Eternality of Now. It exists only in the “Now” of

memory, for in the “Now” of experience it is only c6a93da74d
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